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had rendered in maintaining peace. But with all the force of his personality such flattery failed to deceive the public. The vapid eloquence of the Celt had probably deceived the English for the last time, and the Conservative Party could rest assured that high office would not again be abused by such unrepentant indignity: Mr. Austen Chamberlain almost alone of the old Conservatives remained loyal to the Government. A break with the War politicians meant for him too hard a parting. He confidently summoned a meeting of Conservative members at the Carlton Club for October igth.
The way had been revealed for a Conservative Government by an important bye-election on the previous day. At Newport there had been a turnover of nearly six thousand votes from Coalition Liberal to Conservative. The importance of this election in the history of the times cannot be over-estimated, and a special effort had been made to secure a clear indication of the feeling of the country. The men in Lysaght's works voted Conservative practically to a man, and the local agent expressed the view afterwards that "the working classes had never understood the Coalition. They had looked upon it rightly or wrongly as a wangle and as an attempt to ally capitalist forces against the worker." This was an indication of the industrial storm at home, that was going to take the place of the storm in European affairs. It was a portent that the President of the Board of Trade and not the powerful Foreign Secretary might be called to the helm of State.
For the meanwhile Mr. Bonar Law had reluctantly to read the omens and decide on the course he would take at the Carlton Club. When Mr. Asquith fell in 1916 he had been sent for by the King before Mr. Lloyd George. There was no doubt that he was too ill to enjoy the responsibilities of a Prime Minister, although he had only to raise his voice to step into Mr. Austen Chamberlain's place as leader of the Party. For days he had been receiving requests to re-enter public life and lead a homogeneous party away from